Authors' Reply
To the Editor: We thank the authors for their interest in our work. Body proportions are indeed very useful for the assessment of disproportionate short stature. We agree that while the current study on upper and lower segment ratios was conducted in Maharashtra, we have recently published a larger multicentric study on sitting height and leg length percentiles for Indian children [1, 2] . Three to 17-y-old healthy children from six states of India have been measured in the study [2] .
We agree that standard deviations are required to infer what is normal or abnormal. However, the data that we have presented were smoothed using the LMS method, which adjusts for skewness [3] . Each reference curve was summarized by three smooth curves representing the median (M), the coefficient of variation (S) and the skewness (L) of the measurement distribution. The data have thus been transformed and the curves are constrained to change smoothly with age; giving the SD values for the transformed variables would be inappropriate. We have however computed LMS values from which centiles can be calculated for making comparisons. LMS values for upper and lower segment for boys and girls are available on request.
